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At least 23 non-umon
Treasury Department
employees will give up ﬁve
days of pay over the next

.18 months.

o BY STEVE PEOPLES
¢ JOURNAL STATE Housg BUREAU

PROVIDENCE - Furloughs
are back.::

- At least 23 non-umon Treasury
employees ;- have
agreed to give up five days of pay
over the next-18 months, a.move
General Treasurer. Frank T.:Ca-

prio says-should be an example to .
all :state : departments ‘grappling

with a budget deficit projected at
$450 million next year. - .-
““Ourtearn has come togetherto
recogm'ze that we:all need to lead
by example and do everything we

canto-cut costs ata time whenthe .
: day S

state is in a serious budget crisis,”

Caprio 'saidina statement. T

would like to see all state depart-
ments and municipal govern-
ments sermusly conmder such ac-
tlon S

" The plan, announced yester—
day; will save'state taxpayers an

_estimated: $50,000, A brief analy-

sis produced by the treasurer’s of-
fice suggests: that 'Rhode: Island

‘could save more than'$8 nillion ;
" nized labor’s opposmon to fur- -

- _Ioughs

next year if all non-tinion employ-
ees in leadership positions across
state government agreed to a simi-

. Iar furlough plan.

"/ The Treasury: Department

‘managers agreed to identify five

days over the next 18 months in
which they will essentially work

. process,”

Capno s announcement came
two days before Governor Carcie-

' 1iis required to release his 2008-09

. spénding plan, Last year, Carcieri
Proposed a four-day furlough, re-

. tracting the proposal weeks later

following opposition from unions -

. and department heads.

The governor’s office yesterday

- would not say whether the new’
: budget would inciude furloughs.’

But in an interview “late last’ |

- month, Carcieri said he was lean-

ing toward plans that included un- :
paid work days and asking state 1

. empioyees to extend thezr work- '

week,
“Most of the world is 40 hours,
that's where 1 believe we shou]d

_be at a norm,” Carcieri said, add- 7
' Jng that he would like to propose |

“some kind of way to essentially
have everybody take a day off |
Work is open but it's not a pa1d

Tt may. be that we’ re Iookmg at
the legisiature, T mlght need their |

- help tosay it’s going to apply toey-
" eryone,” he said. 3

House - Finance Committee

: Chairman Steven M.’ Costantmo

D-Providence, yesterday refused
to comment on broad furlough

. plans, but thanked Caprio for his . |

effort. Meanwhile, AFL-CIO Trea- |
surer George Nee reiterated orga-

“If people have those kinds of |

~ proposals ... they have to do that |

through the coltecnve-bargammg'
-he said, “otherwise |

youw're reducmg people s wagmg

.unﬂaterally
for free, ‘forgoing: on: average
,;.$20001nsa]a1y :
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